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La Plata “Adventures in Agriculture”
2015-2016 Discovery Handbook
“We’re Just That Good”

Welcome to the La Plata Agriculture Department!  The following is information outlines how to discover new treasures in Agricultural Education. Discovery takes places in all locations at all times, the handbook will help clarify how discovery and adventures will happen.

La Plata Agricultural Education
[image: image5.jpg]



Discovery Islands:  classroom, shop, computer/technology, and kitchen.  Each agriculture class will adventure through at least one of these laboratories. 

Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE):  Adventures are enhanced when students have a SAE. The opportunity includes exploration, experimentation, and work related to an agriculture field.  Students can discover SAE opportunities throughout Agriculture Courses.

FFA: National organization devoted to developing students’ leadership potential.  All students on discovery island have the option of joining the La Plata FFA Chapter. Participation in FFA will enhance and improve various adventures throughout agriculture; included travel, friendships and challenges. Challenges and awards can be received through increased work and participation.
Freshmen Welcome:  September 2nd at 7 pm in the Ag Building.  All students and parents are welcome to learn what discovery island has to offer, students will be fitted for jackets!

Keep Updated at: laplataffa.weebly.com

FFA dues will be set at a fall meeting TBD.  
FFA Mission

FFA is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of young people by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and 

career success through agricultural education.

FFA Motto

Learning to Do; Doing to Learn; Earning to Live; Living to Serve.

How to Discover Treasure
In order to discover treasure, every explorer needs to strive to meet the crew’s expectations. 

Explorer must haves: 
1.   Respect.  Profanity or references to drugs, alcohol, or tobacco is not needed nor accepted.

2.  Preparation. Come to Discovery Island ready for adventure!
3.  Work. Everything good comes from hard work and dedication!
4.  Surroundings. Know your surrounding and take care of tools needed for adventure and discovery!
5.  Considerate. Take care of others and the things around you.
6. The Mess Hall. It is in the elementary.

7. The Wheel House. The captain’s things are used to help guide missions, ask permission before using.
8. Cheating. It will be addressed according to the student handbook.

9. Time. To maximize adventure all crew members need to be on time.
10. Pride. Take pride in how you present yourself in and outside of school.
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Discovery Island Safety Policies

Explorers learn through adventure and discovery!  However, tremendous responsibility accompanies working in the discovery lab and demands a great deal of cooperation and respect.  The following understandings must be met by all explorers in order to maintain a safe, fun, structured, organized, and successful discovery experience for everyone.

1.  Safety Glasses. Missouri state law requires safety glasses wear them to help ensure safety.
2.  Rules. School and other Discovery Island expectations apply.
3.  Horseplay. Dangerous and is not needed or tolerated.

4.  Excellence. Do your part in cleaning up discovery areas following each adventure.


-- Explorers will be assigned rotational maintenance responsibilities.

5.  Tools & Equipment. Use tools and equipment in the manner in which they were designed.

6.  Storage. Return everything to its designated location.

7.  Accidents. Report any and all accidents to the captain immediately!
8.  Operation. Only use tools and equipment the captain has taught and instructed you to use.

9.  Space. There is limited space on Discovery Island.  Remember all safety practices, and be aware of explorers around you.

10. Ask. If you don’t know, or aren’t sure, ASK the captain or fellow explorer!





Discovery Evaluations
Discovery evaluations will be based on student achievement in the following areas:

1.  Daily/Weekly Grades- Students will be evaluated on daily adventure question or “bell work”.
· Each adventure question will be worth 2 points and will appear on an adventure evaluation.
· Students adventure points will be updated on a weekly basis on Tyler SIS grading system

· If you have any questions regarding your grade, please see me before or after school
2.  Record Book- Each explorer will be required to maintain a record book tracking his or her receipts, expenditures, cash flow, net worth, and other extra and intra-curricular related information.  


Junior High Explorers are exempt

· 50 points/month
· 150 points/grey pages

3.  Discovery Notebook- All class materials will be kept in a discovery notebook.  

· Each explorer will need 

· 150-page college-ruled spiral notebook with a plastic cover, 8 ½ x 11spiral notebook. 
· 2 Highlighters of different colors

· Please find the Discovery Notebook guidelines in the handbook.
· ***Explorers will put this together in class
4.  Vocabulary Terms – Explorers will be given 10-15 vocabulary terms on a weekly basis.  Each term will be worth 2 points each.  Terms will be specifically related to the class topic or general agriculture literacy terms.  Explorers will be expected to work on vocab and the beginning of the hour.
5.  Other Discovery Work- Exams, quizzes, assignments, adventure activities, and other discovery opportunities will be evaluated and assigned grades daily.  

· Classwork will be “spot checked” to evaluate understanding.

6.  Seniors Explorers- Senior Explorer Exit Interviews are part of their final adventures = 100 pts.  Each senior explorer is required to fill out 3 scholarship applications (100 pts. Each) as part of Discovery Island. 

7.  Extra Credit – The opportunity for explorers to earn points above those given through daily adventures.

· FFA is an intra-curricular activity.  Various FFA Activities will be offered for explorers to attend and receive a designated number of points.

The grading scale follows that found in the LHS student handbook.  
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LHS Agriculture

Discovery Notebook

Information Sheet

What is the purpose of the Discovery Notebook?


The purpose of the Discovery Notebook is to enable you to become a creative and organized thinker and writer as you learn about Agriculture Science.  Your DN will help you see the logical flow of our units of study and encourage you to express your own ideas as you process the information presented in class. 

What are the required materials?


In addition to school supplies you should have with you for every class (blue or black pen, pencil, paper, etc.), you must also have the following materials every day in class.  You may wish to keep them in a bag of some kind – Ziplock or pencil pouch, etc.

· 150-page college-ruled spiral notebook with a plastic cover, 8 1/2 x11
· 2 highlighters of different colors

How will my notebook be organized?


In this class, notebooks will have a “left-side” and “right-side” orientation.


The Right Side – for teacher-directed work.  

This is where you will take notes of teacher presentations, keep reading notes and store some handouts.  Everything on the Right Side is testable information 

-this is what you will review and study to prepare for quizzes and 
tests.


The Left Side – for student-directed input.  

The work done here will reflect your personal style. This is where you will tie into your previous knowledge and make connections to new ideas. 
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Left (Student) Side



Right (Teacher) Side


How to set up my DN?

We will begin to set up the inside of your Discovery Notebook in class, and you will do some of it for homework. It will include the following:

· A creative, imaginative cover –It must have your name, period and course title as well as sharing with me what interests and is important to you.

· Page numbers at the top outside corner of each page (odd on the right page, even on the left page)

· 5 Pages left blank at the beginning of your notebook to create a Table of Contents

· An illustrated title page for each unit of study

· Clear headings and dates for entries

· A “Word Wall” glossary in the back five pages

How my ISN be graded?
Notebooks will be checked periodically for accuracy and completeness with a rubric that will be provided for both self and teacher-assessment.  Points will be earned for completed work.  You will be asked to periodically share your ISN with your parents. Homework assignments will be checked for completeness, but will not be graded until the ISN is collected (except for some individual assignments that may be collected and graded before being added to the ISN.)
All class notes and notebook assignments should be included in your ISN, even for the days when you were absent.  An important part of your notebook is its visual appearance.  Your notebook is a reflection of you and your learning style, much like a portfolio.  It needs to be neat and well organized.  Each entry should be titled and dated.  Your artistic touch should be visible throughout the notebook.  Keep in mind that your notebook will count as a significant portion of your course grade.

How will it be possible for me to earn an “A” on my notebook?

A student who expects to earn an “A” on their notebook will be one who has taken pride in their notebook and completed all necessary assignments when they were due.  It will need to be neat and complete, and include elements that tell me you are thinking about what we are studying!

What happens if I am absent or my DN is misplaced?

YOU are responsible for making up all missed assignments (left and right side activities) if you are absent.  It is your responsibility to obtain notebook assignments from your classmates and from the posted homework assignment information.  Notes can be copied directly from a friend…but this must be done outside of class time.  If there are any handouts for the day you were absent, you will find them in the file folder on the front table. If you misplace your notebook, let me know immediately and keep current using notebook paper—you can glue these into your book when it is found.

La Plata R-II Schools

Texting Consent Form

Please Print Clearly

Student Name:


__________________________________
_________________________







First Name



Last Name

Parent/Guardian Name:
__________________________________
_________________________







First Name



Last Name

Parent/Guardian Name:
__________________________________
_________________________







First Name



Last Name

Student Address:

________________________________________________







Number & Street Address





________________________________________________







   City, State & Zip Code

Student’s Cell:


______________________________________
Text Message OK?   
Yes
No
Parent/Guardian Name:
______________________________________
Text Message OK
Yes
No

Parent/Guardian Name:
______________________________________
Text Message OK
Yes
No
We, the undersigned, authorize a La Plata R-II School District Coach/Sponsor, approved by the La Plata Board of Education, to communicate through text messages to out mobile devices.  We realize any costs incurred for the messages will be the responsibility of the student and/or parent and not the coach/sponsor or the La Plata R-II School District.

   Student Signature:
_________________________________________ 
Date:___________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________Date:___________________

La Plata “Adventures in Agriculture”
Explorer/Parent Agreement Form
By signing this form, we confirm that we have read, discussed, and understand the rules and expectations of students enrolled in Agricultural Education courses.  We realize that the student will be held to these high standards in order for them and the rest of the Ag students to have a positive and challenging educational experience.

_____________________________________

_________________

(student signature)





(date)

_____________________________________

_________________

(parent signature)





(date)

Return signed Form by Tuesday, September 1, 2015.
Preview, organize and process new ideas and extra credit in creative ways and express opinions and facts using your choice….


	Prompts		Diagrams


	Brainstorms		Illustrations


	Organizers		Photos


	Poetry			Charts


	Concept map		Venn Diagram	


	Written reflection 	Sketch


	Flow chart		Cartoon


	Timeline		Metaphor


	





Teacher provides new information and you attach it into your DN.


	Text or reading notes


	Vocab


	Discussion notes


	Answers to questions


	VHS notes


	Some worksheets


	“testable information”


	








